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Child Safeguarding Risk Assessment  
 

Written Assessment of Risk of Scoil na mBuachaillí, Clonakilty, Co. Cork 

 

In accordance with section 11 of the Children First Act 2015 and with the requirement of 

Chapter 8 of  the Child Protection Procedures for Primary and Post-Primary Schools 2017, 

the following is the Written Risk Assessment of Scoil na mBuachaillí, Clonakilty, Co. Cork.      
 

 

1. List of school activities 

¶ Daily arrival and dismissal of pupils 

¶ Recreation breaks for pupils  

¶ Classroom teaching  

¶ One-to-one teaching  

¶ One-to-one counselling  

¶ Outdoor teaching activities  

¶ Sporting Activities 

¶ School outings 

¶ School trips involving overnight stay (not applicable at present, but may occur in 

the future). 

¶ School trips involving foreign travel (not applicable at present, but may occur in 

the future). 

¶ Use of toilet/changing/shower areas in schools 

¶ Annual Sports Day 

¶ Fundraising events involving pupils  

¶ Use of off-site facilities for school activities  

¶ School transport arrangements including use of bus escorts 

¶ Care of children with special educational needs, including intimate care where 

needed,  

¶ Care of any vulnerable adult students, including intimate care where needed 

¶ Management of challenging behaviour amongst pupils, including appropriate use of 

restraint where required 

¶ Administration of Medicine 

¶ Administration of First Aid  

¶ Curricular provision in respect of SPHE, RSE, Stay Safe 

¶ Prevention and dealing with bullying amongst pupils 

¶ Training of school personnel in child protection matters 

¶ Use of external personnel to supplement curriculum  

¶ Use of external personnel to support sports and other extra-curricular activities  

¶ Care of pupils with specific vulnerabilities/ needs such as   

¶ Pupils from ethnic minorities/migrants 

¶ Members of the Traveller community  
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1. List of school activities 

¶ Lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender (LGBT) children 

¶ Pupils perceived to be LGBT 

¶ Pupils of minority religious faiths 

¶ Children in care 

¶ Children on CPNS 

¶ Recruitment of school personnel including - 

¶ Teachers/SNAôs 

¶ Caretaker/Secretary/Cleaners 

¶ Sports coaches 

¶ External Tutors/Guest Speakers  

¶ Volunteers/Parents in school activities 

¶ Visitors/contractors present in school during school hours  

¶ Visitors/contractors present during after school activities  

¶ Participation by pupils in religious ceremonies/religious instruction external to the 

school 

¶ Use of Information and Communication Technology by pupils in school 

¶ Application of sanctions under the schoolôs Code of Behaviour including detention 
of pupils, confiscation of phones etc. 

¶ Students participating in work experience in the school 

¶ Students from the school participating in work experience elsewhere 

¶ Student teachers undertaking training placement in school 

¶ Use of video/photography/other media to record school events  

¶ After school use of school premises by other organisations  

¶ Use of school premises by other organisation during school day e.g. Sherpa Kids 

¶ Breakfast club (not applicable at present, but may occur in the future). 

¶ Homework club/evening study 

¶ Altar boys ï walking to and from the church on their own. 

¶ Occasionally boys go with Finbarr to get cans for recycling etc 

¶ Pupils collecting litter on their own in the school grounds 

¶ Sound crew walking to and from the church. 

¶ Boys in 2 classrooms leaving room to go to the toilet by Ahamillla Door. 

¶ Sometimes the Ahamilla door is left open and people can walk into the school 

undetected. 

¶ Boys collecting cans ï neighbours have easy access to them. 

¶ Going out with milk cartons to the bins. 

¶ Children coming to school early ï 8.10 a.m. 

¶ Boys dropping bags in the morning / wet days. 

¶ Boys using the toilet in the classrooms in the mornings when teachers are on their 

own. 

¶ SNAs bringing children to the toilet on their own. 

¶ Infants and younger children going to the office 

¶ Children returning to class for coat etc 

¶ One to one teaching 
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1. List of school activities 

¶ GMS activities 

¶ Boys toilets to be used by boys only. 

¶ Boys doing jobs when the rest of the school has gone in to class or at 2.50 p.m. 

¶ Swimming in the leisure centre ï boys going to the toilet. There may be other 

members of the public in the changing room at the time. 

 

The following is a list of the extra-curricular  activities provided by Scoil na mBuachaillí, 

Clonakilty: 

 

¶ Orienteering 

¶ Chess 

¶ Basketball (both in school / after school and Blitz in Cork) 

¶ Quizzes and inter school quizzes 

¶ Sciath na Scol 

¶ GAA with Conan OôDonovan  

¶ Rugby with Finbarr OôRegan 

¶ Swimming 

¶ Kayaking  

¶ Surfing 

¶ Wardens 

¶ Music lessons by 4 different teachers ï Laurie Hedger, Kay OôFlynn, Adrian Hanly 

and Irene Walsh 

¶ French with Celine OôDonoghue / Charmaine Afonso 

¶ Elocution with Nora Scannell 

¶ Zumba Dancing with Flav 

¶ Soccer (on yard but also with 5 a side in Cork) 

¶ Choirs and First Friday Masses 

¶ Pottery and Glass Making 

¶ Sound Crew 

¶ Debating 

¶ Athletics ï and Cork City Sports 
 

 

2. The school has identified the following risk of harm in respect 

of its activities  

¶ Risk of harm not being recognised by school personnel 

¶ Risk of harm not being reported properly and promptly by school personnel 

¶ Risk of child being harmed in the school by a member of school personnel  

¶ Risk of child being harmed in the school by another child 

¶ Risk of child being harmed in the school by volunteer or visitor to the school 

¶ Risk of child being harmed by a member of school personnel, a member of staff of 

another organisation or other person while child participating in out of school 

activities e.g. school trip, swimming lessons   
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2. The school has identified the following risk of harm in respect 

of its activities  
¶ Risk of harm due to bullying of child  

¶ Risk of harm due to inadequate supervision of children in school 

¶ Risk of harm due to inadequate supervision of children while attending out of 

school activities 

¶ Risk of harm due to inappropriate relationship/communications between child and 

another child or adult 

¶ Risk of harm due to children inappropriately accessing/using computers, social 

media, phones and other devices while at school 

¶ Risk of harm to children with SEN who have particular vulnerabilities  

¶ Risk of harm to child while a child is receiving intimate care 

¶ Risk of harm due to inadequate code of behaviour 

¶ Risk of harm in one-to-one teaching, counselling, coaching situation 

¶ Risk of harm caused by member of school personnel communicating with pupils in 

appropriate manner via social media, texting, digital device or other manner 

¶ Risk of harm caused by member of school personnel accessing/circulating 

inappropriate material via social media, texting, digital device or other manner  

¶ Parents carrying pupils to activities in their cars. 

 

 

 

 

3. The school has the following procedures in place to address 

the risks of harm identified in this assessment - 

¶ All school personnel are provided with a copy of the schoolôs Child Safeguarding 

Statement 

¶ The Child Protection Procedures for Primary and Post-Primary Schools 2017 are 

made available to all school personnel  

¶ School Personnel are required to adhere to the Child Protection Procedures for 

Primary and Post-Primary Schools 2017 and all registered teaching staff are 

required to adhere to the Children First Act 2015  

¶ The school implements in full the Stay Safe Programme  

¶ The school implements in full the SPHE curriculum` 

¶ The school implements in full the RSE curriculum 

¶ The school implements the Friends for Life Programme 

¶ The school implements the Get Up, Stand Up Programme 

¶ A Buddy Bench has been provided in the school yard. 

¶ The school has an Anti-Bullying Policy which fully adheres to the requirements of 

the Departmentôs Anti-Bullying Procedures for Primary and Post-Primary Schools 

¶ The school has a yard/playground supervision policy to ensure appropriate 

supervision of children during, assembly, dismissal and breaks and in respect of 

specific areas such as toilets, changing rooms etc. 

¶ The school has in place a policy and clear procedures in respect of school outings   

¶ The school has a Health and safety policy   




